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RIDING RIGHT WITH YOUR RIDING PARTNER 
(or) 

Life As I Prefer to See It 
copyright 2021 Steve Gallagher 

 
  
 
 Riding Partners;  
 
 Motorcycling varies for all of us.  Some ride for the solitude, while some for the social group 
participation.  Owning a motorcycle is strictly a luxury and a recreational item these days.  If you want a 
cheap commuter vehicle you can buy a inexpensive Toyota that gets 40 mpg and has heat, air conditioning 
a stereo and weather protection.  Riding a motorcycle comes from a desire to be closer to nature and 
therefore …. "real life".  
 
 Having a riding partner is a true gift of life ….. whether it's a good friend with his or her own bike, 
or a girl friend or spouse that rides behind you.  Riding with a group such as ours and making new friends 
each year is a rich experience that adds to the fun of riding.  For me, it simply puts me that much closer to 
real life.  
 
 I'm an incredibly lucky man as I am almost always joined by my wife Claudine, who not only enjoys 
the ride but is also pretty handy with a camera.  Since buying our last bike we have ridden to Quebec, 
Maine, West Virginia, and countless day trips from our summer camper in NE Pennsylvania.  My beloved ‘93 
Electra Glide has a mere 53K on the odometer, as I owned it as a single man for a few years, then got 
married and bought a house, thus couldn’t ride as much in those days.  On the other hand, my much 
younger 2017 Kawasaki Voyager already has 28K miles, as we are now empty nesters with a little more 
time and money, plus we can do Sunday Retread rides all winter while we’re back in South Jersey.   
 
 Having my riding partner makes this infinitely more fun.  As I've said so many times, she and I have 
our best marital chats on the bike through our Sena SMH10 headset system.  Plans for the future get 
discussed, as well as countless ideas for the use of lottery money we don't possess.   
 
 All that said, I also realize that many men would enjoy what I'm blessed with, but their particular 
spouses have difficulty with riding on the back where they have little to hold on to and zero sense of 
control.  Being a passenger requires a large leap of faith and infinite trust in the bike’s pilot.  That isn't for 
everyone! 
 
 Motorcycle culture has always been somewhat surreal to me on a few levels.  Riders sometimes 
separate themselves by brand identity or the type of bike ridden.  Many men use a motorcycle simply to get 
away from their spouses.  I work with a guy in his 20s that is dating a lovely girl who rides with him.  In 
return he's building a custom bike in his garage that provides this girl a postage stamp seat and a hardtail 
frame.  When he showed me this project I couldn't help but scold him in his lack of accommodation for his 
partner.  I told him he should seek out a more tolerable, good condition Heritage Classic or an Electra Glide 
to use when his girl rides with him, then use the custom bike when he’s riding solo.  Oh, and by the way, 
please buy the girl some quality riding gear so she feels comfortable and protected.   
 
 Think of how many men have spouses that don't see the value in the motorcycle.  Why?  Because it’s 
something in which they are not included, nor shown to see the positive benefits of riding.  How many men 
sell their bikes when children come along because of the risk of injury and the need to buy a home, and so 
forth?  But a partner would be much less likely to feel negatively, and much more likely to see the value in 
the motorcycle if she saw it as something for she and her partner to share and to do together.  



 
 In other words, be thankful if you have a riding partner.  And if you want to introduce a lady 
friend to the activity, then treat her as an equal, and show her that she's important.  The pay off is well 
worth the investment.  
 
 Enclosed are a couple pictures.  Below, the two of us touring on Kankamangus Highway.  And 
the other on the right is one of many that I'm privileged to have.  Taken over my shoulder, I entitle this 
as well as others like it as  …….   "Life As I Prefer to See It". 
 
 Hoping to see you (and your partners) out there soon,  
 
 

                 Steve G 
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$URXQG�������3DSDK�JDYH�XS� WKH�ROG�PHWKRG�DQG� LQVWDOOHG�PLONLQJ�PDFKLQHV�
WKDW�SXPSHG�WKH�PLON�GLUHFWO\� IURP�WKH�FRZV¶�XGGHUV� WR�D�EXON�VWDLQOHVV�VWHHO�
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HPSOR\HG� P\� VHUYLFHV� RQ� 6XQGD\� DIWHUQRRQV� LQ� DVVLVWLQJ� KLP� WR� UHWULHYH� D� SHUVRQDO� ZDWHUPHORQ� IURP� WKH�
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E\� FKDQFH� ,� IRXQG� DQ\WKLQJ� OHIW� LQ� WKH�SDWFK�� ,�ZDV�ZHOFRPH� WR� LW�� � ,�ZDQGHUHG�RYHU�� �+H\��ZKDW�ZDV� WKLV"��
7KHUH�ZDV�RQH���,Q�IDFW��LW�ZDV�WKDW�PRQVWHU�PHORQ�KH¶G�EHHQ�DGPLULQJ���+RZ�FRXOG�KH�KDYH�PLVVHG�WKLV�RQH"��
+H�PXVW� UHDOO\�EH� VOLSSLQJ�� � ,� UDQ�EDFN� WR� WKH�KRXVH� IRU�P\� OLWWOH�ZDJRQ�� ,�ZDV� WDNLQJ�QR�FKDQFHV�ZLWK� WKLV�
EDE\���%R\��ZRXOG�3DSDK�EH�VXUSULVHG�ZKHQ�,�WROG�KLP�KH¶G�PLVVHG�WKH�ELJJHVW�ZDWHUPHORQ�LQ�WKH�ZKROH�SDWFK�� 

:KDW�FDQ�EH�WDNHQ�DZD\�IURP�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH"�� 

���-XVW�EHFDXVH�D�WKLQJ�PLJKW�EH�UHQGHUHG�REVROHWH�IURP�LWV�RULJLQDO�SXUSRVH��WKDW�GRHVQ¶W�QHFHVVDULO\�PDNH�LW�
XVHOHVV������,I�\RX�PXVW�YHQWXUH�LQWR�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW¶V�FROG�DQG�VFDU\��\RX¶OO�FRPH�RXW�ILQH�LI�VRPHRQH�UHOLDEOH�
KDV�JRW�KROG�RI�\RXU�DQNOHV������%H�FDUHIXO�ZLWK�HYHU\�JLIW�\RX¶UH�JLYHQ���%HFDXVH�LI�\RX�ORVH�LW��VTXDQGHU�LW�RU�
EXVW� LW�� \RX�PLJKW�QRW�JHW�D� VHFRQG�� ����*UDQGIDWKHUV�DUH�PRUH� IRUJLYLQJ�DQG�D�ZKROH� ORW� VQHDNLHU� WKDQ� \RX�
WKLQN�� � ,�RXJKWD�NQRZ�� � ,� DP�RQH�QRZ�� ���� ,I�E\�FKDQFH�\RX¶UH�HYHU� IRUFHG� WR�VSLW�ZDWHUPHORQ�VHHGV�IURP�D�
PRXWK�IXOO�RI�FKDWWHULQJ�WHHWK�«��� 

����������������������������������������%H�FDUHIXO�ZKHUH�\RX�SRLQW�WKDW�WKLQJ�� 

%XVWHG�:DWHUPHORQ 
FRS\ULJKW������5��'HQQ\�%OHZ 



 
-DPHV��-LP��:ROIIEUDQGW����������-����� 

 
-LP�:ROIIEUDQGW��DJH�����RI�6DQG\VWRQ��1-��SDVVHG�DZD\�RQ�-XQH�
�QG���3ULRU�WR�UHWLUHPHQW�KH�KDG�EHHQ�HPSOR\HG�E\�6KHOO�&KHPLFDO���
+H�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI�3LWWPDQ�/RGJH�DQG�D�ORQJ�VWDQGLQJ�PHPEHU�RI�
WKH�6RXWK�-HUVH\�5HWUHDGV���+H�ZLOO�EH�PLVVHG� 

,&(��&5($0��0((76 

 
 

Make note of these dates! 
 
 
 

JULY 
6:15pm, Thursday, July 15th 

Cream Valley Custard  -  195 East Ave (Rt 40),  Woodstown, NJ 
 
 

AUGUST 
6:15pm, Thursday, August 19th 

Verona Custard  -  1231 South Delsea Drive (Rt 47), Vineland, NJ 

Big shout-out to Russ Fuscia Jr, Kit Walton, Frank Monteleone, 
Frank Patterson and Gordon Moore, all of whom are on-the-

mend.   Get well soon, guys! 

0HQGLQJ 

2XU�/RYLQJ�*RRGE\HV 



:H�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�LQ�VHDUFK�RI���««����D�0HPEHUVKLS�2IILFHU 
 

-LP�³'RF´�'RXJKHUW\�������������������'DYLG�6RPHUV 
���������������2XW-JRLQJ��������������������������������������������,QFRPLQJ 

7KDQNLQJ� 'RF� IRU� KLV� JUDFLRXV� WLPH�
DQG� WDOHQWV� GHGLFDWHG� WR� WKH� 6RXWK�
-HUVH\�5HWUHDGV�RYHU�PDQ\�\HDUV���+H�
ZLOO� EH� WXUQLQJ� WKH� UHLQV� RI�
0HPEHUVKLS�2IILFHU�WR�'DYLG�6RPHUV�
RYHU� WKH� QH[W� IHZ� PRQWKV��� 
 
+H� DQG� KLV�ZLIH��$OLFH�� OLYH� LQ�0D\V�
/DQGLQJ�� DQG� WKH\� ZLQWHU� LQ� )ORULGD���
7KH\� KDYH� WZR� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� IRXU�
JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�� � 'RF� ZLOO� VWLOO� EH�
UHPDLQLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� FOXE�� � :H� WKDQN�
KLP�DQG�ZLVK�KLP�ZHOO�� �'RF�FDQ�EH�
UHDFKHG�DW����-���-������� 

'DYLG� 6RPHUV� KDV� DFFHSWHG� WKH� WKH�
UROH�RI�0HPEHUVKLS�2IILFHU�IRU�6RXWK�
-HUVH\� 5HWUHDGV�� � +H¶OO� EH� ZRUNLQJ�
ZLWK� 'RF� RYHU� WKH� QH[W� IHZ� PRQWKV�
DQG� WDNH� IXOO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� E\� IDOO��� 
 
'DYH�LV�D�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�7HFK��VHPL
-UHWLUHG�� �+H�DQG�KLV�ZLIH��&DURO�� OLYH�
LQ�*DOORZD\���7KH\�KDYH�WZR�FKLOGUHQ�
DQG� WZR�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�� �'DYH�ULGHV�D�
*ROG:LQJ�� � :H� ZHOFRPH� 'DYH� DQG�
WKDQN� KLP� IRU� KLV� HQWKXVLDVP� DQG�
H[SHUWLVH���+H�FDQ�EH�UHDFKHG�DW� 
���-���-����� 



&2//(&725¶6��,7(06��)25��6$/( 
 

7KUHH�FDQV�RI�XQRSHQHG�'D\WRQD�+DUOH\�+HDY\�%HHU��2QH�
GDWHG������DQG�WZR�GDWHG������� 

 
&DOO�PH��6WDQ�:DUH��DW����-���-�������0DNH�PH�DQ�RIIHU� 

 
,I�QR�DQVZHU��SOHDVH�OHDYH�\RXU�QDPH�DQG�QXPEHU�DQG�

LQGLFDWH�\RX¶UH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKH�+DUOH\�%HHU� 
,¶OO�UHWXUQ�\RXU�FDOO� 





*22'��7,0(6 



1HZ�-HUVH\�5HWUHDGV 
����:RRGUXII�5G 
%ULGJHWRQ��1-������� 
���-���-���� 

),1'�86���)$&(%22. 
 
³5HWUHDGV�RI�6RXWK�
-HUVH\´ 2)),&(5��3+21(��180%(56 

 
'HQQ\�%OHZ��6WDWH�'LUHFWRU—��������������������� 

6WHYH�*DOODJKHU��$VVW��6WDWH�'LUHFWRU�—������������� 
'DYLG�6RPHUV��LQFRPLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�2IILFHU�—�������������� 

-LP�:HOOV��3DVW�'LUHFWRU—������������� 
6DP�%HORII��$VVW��3DVW�'LUHFWRU—����������������������� 

-LP�'RXJKHUW\��RXWJRLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�2IILFHU—��������������� 

(1-2<,1*��7+(��5,'( 


